The Supremacy of The Son of God
Studies in Hebrews
54) By faith Abraham…(Hebrews 11:10; 13-16)Part III

Outlines:
I- Christ is superior 1:1-10:18 
	A. Christ is Superior to the Prophets (1:1-3)
	B. Christ is Superior to the Angels (1:4–2:18)
	C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1–4:16)
            D. Christ is Superior to Aaron (5:1-10:18)
II- The Practical Outworking of Christ’s Superiority (10:19–13:17)
	A. Exhortation to Enter the New Sanctuary (10:19-31)
	B. Exhortation to Endure Persecution (10:32-39)
	C. Exhortation to live by faith (Chapter 11)

Outlines: 
The Example of Abraham’s Faith: 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
The Author of Hebrews commentary: 
10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
The example of the faith of Sarah: 
11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she[b] considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.
The author of Hebrews commentary: 
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Today, we will discuss three points about faith from v10, v13-16 
Faith is trust in the one who promised. 
Faith gives an understanding of what is promised
Faith associates us with the God of promise:



A) Faith is trust in the one who promised

“They did not receive the things promised”
The promise(s) is a reference to all God’s promises to Abraham in Gen 12 including the promised land. 

Faith is not to trust God to Act in the way we want, Faith is simply to trust God. 

Look at the attitude of Daniel’s friends:
Daniel 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”

Look at the 2 fold of faith here: 
Hebrews 11:33-35 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again….
Hebrews 11: 35-37…Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented

Faith isn’t to trust in a certain OUTCOME. Faith is to trust God regardless of the outcome. 

While the patriarchs didn’t receive the promises, look at their attitude: 
“For he was looking forward to” v 10 Both the nuance and the tense of the main verb ἐξεδέχετο, “to wait for,” “to look forward to,” are significant. The verb is intensive in force, connoting “to expect with absolute confidence” (Spicq, 2:347), while the imperfect tense (was looking) expresses continuous expectation.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Lane, W. L. (1998). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 351). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. ] 

“All these people were still living by faith when they died.”  Lane writes “The tension between the reception of the promises and their realization was unresolved throughout the course of their lives. Yet these early exemplars of faith did not allow even the event of death to call into question the validity of the promises.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Lane, W. L. (1998). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 356). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. ] 

“they only saw them…from a distance” v 13 which takes us back to v1 Now faith is … the evidence of things not seen
“and welcomed them from a distance” v 13 They hailed them from afar, as those on board ship descry friends on shore and wave a recognition.[footnoteRef:3] where usually it is a person, or one’s homeland or native city, which is saluted from afar.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/egt/hebrews-11.html#13 ]  [4:  Lane, W. L. (1998). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 356). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. ] 

They desired it and longed for it v 16 
 
B) Faith gives an understanding of what is promised 

Faith enabled the Patriarchs not to focus on the earthly inheritance but on the eternal one. 

“admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth.” v13
Abraham: Gen 23:4 “I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.”
Jacob Gen 47:9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.”

Going back wasn’t really the answer for them because they would have been still strangers v 15 
When Abraham's servant suggested to his master that Isaac might have to go to Mesopotamia in person to persuade his bride to come to Canaan, Abraham said: "See to it that you do not take my son back there" (Gen. 24:6). In the following generation Jacob had to flee to Mesopotamia from the anger of his brother Esau, but his vision at Bethel on the first night of his journey there made it impossible for him ever to think of Mesopotamia as his home; Canaan, to which his returning steps were directed twenty years later, was now the land of his fathers" (Gen. 31:3), even if in it he had no settled abode.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Bruce, 299 ] 


Rather, they were looking forward to:
the city with foundation: This is the author’s “christian spin” on the Patriarchs’ faith. The contest between living in movable “tents” vs. the city with the foundation shows the superiority of their inheritance.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Lane, W. L. (1998). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 351). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. ] 

whose architect and builder is God.: If a differentiation in nuance is to be made between the two terms, τεχνίτης technitēs  connotes God’s creative wisdom in planning the heavenly city and δημιουργός dēmiourgos connotes God’s creative power in executing his plan.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Lane, W. L. (1998). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 353). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. ] 

The heavenly one: Because they confess that “they were foreigners and strangers on earth (NOT CANAAN or MESOPOTAMIA).” Later the author of Hebrews told his readers that not only the patriarchs but we also “have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” 12:22.

The author of Hebrews used the word “heavenly” 6 times out of the 19 times in the NT. It was important for him to remind the persecuted readers of their heavenly salvation and inheritance. He already mentioned their heavenly calling 3:1; that they have tasted the heavenly gift 6:4; that the tabernacle is only a shadow of the heavenly things 8:5, 9:23. 

C) Faith associates us with the God of promise:

God isn’t ashamed to be called their God… i.e. the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God associated his name with theirs not because of their holiness, and not because of their perfection, But because of their FAITH. (compare to v6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him).

The affirmation that God οὐχ ἐπαισχύνεται, “is not ashamed,” of them is the appropriate response to the confessional stance of faith in the promise expressed by the patriarchs, according to v 13c “confessed that they are strangers and foreigners.” The expression, like ὁμολογήσαντες, “confessing” (v 13c), is technical for public acknowledgment (e.g., Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; Rom 1:16; 2 Tim 1:8, 12, 16; Heb 2:11).[footnoteRef:8] This echoes the words of Christ Matt 10:32-33 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” [8:  Lane, W. L. (1998). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 359). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. ] 


How did God show that he is not ashamed of them? “he prepared a city of them.” Where he “will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” Rev. 21:3. That echoes the words of Christ in John 14:2-3 “…I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

What are the things that God prepared?[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Vine dictionary https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/Dictionary/viewTopic.cfm?topic=VT0002192 ] 

Future positions of authority, Mat 20:23 “So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.”
The coming Kingdom, Mat 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
Salvation personified in Christ, Luke 2:31 “Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples.”
Future blessings, 1Cr 2:9 “But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”
 A city, Hbr 11:16. 
A place of refuge for the Jewish remnant, Rev 12:6 “Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.” 
The tools for the divine judgments on the world, Rev 9:15 “So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind.” 
Eternal fire, for the Devil and his angels, Mat 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:”


